


Report of One Week Virtual National Workshop for Open-Source Library
Empowerment on Koha
Dates: December 24-29, 2023

A week-long online workshop on “Koha: Library Automation Software” was successfully
conducted from December 24 to 29, 2023, online mode organized Indira Gandhi National
College, Ladwa, Dhanora, under the joint collaboration of the college and the Haryana
Library Association. The workshop focused on the significance of library automation and
digitization, attracting active participation from around 125 delegates from India and abroad.

Chief Guest’s Address : The principal of the college, Dr. Kushal Pal, served as the chief
guest and emphasized the growing necessity of automation software in modern libraries in
this age of information and technology. He highlighted the utility of Koha in simplifying and
enhancing library operations. Dr. Pal also expressed his gratitude to the workshop’s keynote
speaker and resource person, Dr. Mahipal Dutt, Librarian, Khalsa College for Women
(KCW), Sidhwan Khurd, Ludhiana, Punjab, for his insightful sessions.

Contribution of Haryana Library Association: During the workshop, the President
of the Haryana Library Association, Dr. Rupesh Gaur, provided insights into the
association’s efforts towards library development. He extended his heartfelt thanks to Dr.
Ajay Arora (Librarian, Maharishi Markandeshwar National College, Shahabad) and other
officials for their contributions to the event.

Technical Session : The resource person, Dr. Mahipal Dutt, delivered detailed and
practical sessions on Koha Library Automation Software. He explained how libraries could
adopt this software to automate their operations and improve service efficiency. His sessions
were highly informative and provided valuable insights into library automation.

Participation

The workshop witnessed participation from approximately 125 delegates, including
prominent dignitaries such as Dr. Narendra Shokeen, Dr. Narendra Chauhan, Dr.
Subhash Sharma, Dr. Rajesh Kumar, and Dr. Simranjit Kaur.

Conclusion

The workshop concluded with a vote of thanks to all participants and organizers. Conducted
in an online mode, this week-long program provided valuable knowledge on the importance
of Koha software and its role in library digitization. The event marked a significant step
towards advancing library services and automation practices.

Dr. Rupesh Gaur Dr. Kushal Pal
Convener Principal
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