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BANDA SINGH BAHADUR
A Narration ol the Martyrdom

Dr. Suman SiwacH *

Banda was born on October 16, 1670 at Rajauri in the
Poonch district of Western Kashmir. While a child, he was
called Lachhman Dev. His father’s name was Ram Dev.'
He trained Banda Singh in wrestling, horseback riding and
hunting.? At the age of fifteen, an incident is said to have
occurred which changed the whole course of his life. As a
young man, Banda shot a pregnant deer and was shocked
to watch the mother and her aborted doe die painfully.
This gloomy scene changed his heart. He left his home and
became a Sadhu. He took the name of Madho Daas.” Like
the Sadhus of this order, he wandered from place to place
until he came to Nasik on the bank of Godavri, where he
entered the hermitage of an old yogi, Aughar Nath and
learnt occultism from him. Aughar Nath was much
impressed by the service of Madho Das and as a token there

*  Assistant Professor, [.C.. National College, Ladwa, Kurukshetra
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